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I hope you have enjoyed our summer sermon series, Real Answers for Real Questions. I know I have enjoyed preparing each week for them.

Each week we have taken one of the questions you submitted at the beginning of the summer and have looked to God’s word to find the answers. Oh, that we would always do that with all of our questions!

In part of our statement of faith says that the Bible is: “the complete revelation of His [that is God’s] will for salvation, and the ultimate authority by which every realm of human knowledge and endeavor should be judged.

When we have a question, face a challenges, or wonder what we should or should not do we should look to God’s word and find out what it really says, not what we think it says, or what someone else say the Bible says. 

Some of the questions we have looked at this summer have been harder than others but all of them have caused me to do a lot of studying.

At first glance this morning’s question seemed like it would be an easy one. It’s one of those questions 5th grade boys like to ask in Sunday School just see if they can put their teacher on the spot.

The question as submitted goes: “If the first people were Adam and Eve, and they had two sons, Cain and Able, and the Bible says that they married whom did they marry?

First of all there is no mention of Abel ever marrying in the Bible.
But with that said I want to deal with this question of Cain’s wife on two levels.

First we need to look at the Bible and see just what it really says and give a straight forward answer to the question.

Then I want to deal with the questions that lay behind the question. 

After all who really cares who Cain married? I mean, what difference does it make to me, today in my life right here and now? 

Why even bother with a question like this?

Alright, if you would, open your Bibles to Genesis 4. And as we turn there, let’s pray.

Now remember, in Genesis chapter 3 we start out with Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. 

We are never really told how long they were in the Garden but at some point Satan, the serpent, shows up and temps Eve and both Eve and Adam disobey God and eat of the fruit of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.

God comes and confronts the trio, curses the serpent, tells the women that her pain will increase in childbearing, and curses the ground so that the man’s labor in the fields would be harder and not produce as much.

Then in Genesis 3:20 we read: 
20 Adam named his wife Eve [living], because she would become the mother of all the living.

“She would become the mother of all the living”. This would indicate that at least at this point they have no children.

Then God makes garments of skin for Adam and his wife and banishes them from the garden, never to return.

Then chapter 4 opens up with: Genesis 4:1-17 (NIV) 

1 Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, "With the help of the LORD I have brought forth a man." 

So, all indications are that Cain is the first born child of Adam and Eve.

Then verse 2:

2 Later she gave birth to his brother Abel. 

The word later [or again] does not necessarily mean next. This simple states that Eve’s first son was Cain and then at some time later she had another son and his name was Abel.

The important point of the first part of chapter 4 has to do with the offerings given by Cain and Abel and Cain’s anger and subsequent murder of his brother Abel.

I can’t say that Adam and Eve had other children between Cain and Abel nor can I say they didn’t. The story is about them.

I was over visiting the Kline’s Friday evening and Janna told a story of being at one of Sarah’s basketball games when they met someone who knew their son Ryan from when he went to college at Grace.

In the story she only mentioned Sarah and Ryan. Would it be fair for me to conclude that Randy and Janna only had two children? No.

No. At best I can assume that this story only involved two of their children.
The same is true here in Genesis. The only thing we can truly derive from the way that this story is told is that both of the men mentioned are sons of Adam and Eve.

We know for a fact that they had other children. 

In Genesis 5:3-5 we read:
“When Adam had lived 130 years, he had a son in his own likeness, in his own image; and he named him Seth. 4 After Seth was born, Adam lived 800 years and had other sons and daughters. 5 Altogether, Adam lived 930 years, and then he died. 

During their lives, Adam and Eve had a number of male and female children. In fact, the Jewish historian Josephus wrote, “The number of Adam’s children, as says the old tradition, was thirty-three sons and twenty-three daughters.”

The Bible doesn’t tell us how many children were born to Adam and Eve, but considering their long life spans 930 years, and a wonderful marriage, it would seem logical to suggest there were many. 

Remember, they were commanded to “be fruitful, and multiply” (Genesis 1:28).

So let’s get back to our story Genesis 4. Two of Adam and Eve’s sons, Cain and Abel presented offerings to God. Cain’s was rejected but Abel’s was received. 

We could spend a whole sermon just on that, but for now let’s just say that it had to do more with the heart and intent of the men then it had to do with the amount or kind of gift offered.

Cain gets angry at his brother and rather than dealing with his own sin, and heart issues, he kills his brother.

God curses Cain and drives him away from his home saying that he is be be “a restless wanderer on the earth.” (v.12)

Look here are 4:13:

“Cain said to the LORD, "My punishment is more than I can bear. 14 Today you are driving me from the land, and I will be hidden from your presence; I will be a restless wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me." 

If the only people on earth were Adam, Eve, Cain, his brother Abel now dead then who is Cain afraid of?

It is only logical to conclude that Adam and Eve had other children, many other children, who intern inter married and had children of their own.

So by the time we get to 4:16:
“So Cain went out from the LORD's presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden. 17 Cain lay with his wife, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Enoch. Cain was then building a city, and he named it after his son Enoch.”

We have to be careful to see what the Scriptures say, not what we think is says.

Verse 17 simply says that after he moved to the land of Nod Cain layed with his wife and had a son.

There is no indication when he married. Was it before or after the move?

We don’t know. 

Was this is first child or just the first after the move? We don’t know. 
But to answer our opening question, who did Cain marry I would have to say that it would have either been a sister or a niece or some other close relative.

I can just hear what some might be thinking. How can that be!

What are we in West Virginia!?

You might point out, “If one marries his sister, he is liable to have a very strange child.” 

That is true today, but evidently the gene pool was rich enough at the beginning not to cause a problem.

It wasn’t until after the Tower of Babel when people began to spread out over the world that the gene pool would have started to break down.

Also keep in mind that is wasn’t until thousands of years later that the probation to marring a close relative was given in Leviticus 18:6.

(Abraham married his half-sister.)

There were no genetic imperfections at the beginning of the human race.

God created a genetically perfect Adam (Gen. 1:27). Genetic defects resulted from the Fall and only occurred gradually over long periods of time. 

And, since the human race began with a single pair (Adam and Eve), Cain had no one else to marry except a close female relative.

Ok, that is what we know from Scriptures. 

II. But what about the questions behind the question?

A young skeptic in the congregation once interrupted the evangelist Billy Sunday with the question: “Who was Cain’s wife?”

Without missing a beat the evangelist answered in all seriousness:

“I honor every seeker after knowledge of the truth. But I have a word of warning for this questioner. Don’t risk losing salvation by too much inquiring after other men’s wives.”

You see here’s the thing. 5th grade boys in Sunday School classes are not the only ones asking this question.

Skeptics of the Bible have used Cain’s wife time and again to try to discredit the book of Genesis as a true historical record. 

Sadly, most Christians don’t have an adequate answer to this question. 

As a result, the world sees us as not being able to defend the authority of Scripture and thus the certainty of our Christian faith.

For instance, at the historic Scopes Trial in Tennessee in 1925, William Jennings Bryan, the prosecutor who stood for the Christian faith, failed to answer the question about Cain’s wife posed by the ACLU lawyer Clarence Darrow. [Give a little background]

Consider the following excerpt from the trial record as Darrow interrogates Bryan:
Q—Did you ever discover where Cain got his wife?
A—No, sir; I leave the agnostics to hunt for her.
Q—You have never found out?
A—I have never tried to find.
Q—You have never tried to find?
A—No.
Q—The Bible says he got one doesn’t it? Were there other people on the earth at that time?
A—I cannot say.
Q—You cannot say. Did that ever enter your consideration?
A—Never bothered me.
Q—There were no others recorded, but Cain got a wife.
A—That is what the Bible says.
Q—Where she came from you do not know.

The world’s press was focused on this trial, and what they heard has affected Christianity to this day—in the courtroom of public opinion Christians can’t defend the biblical record! Science has the answers.

We are commanded in 1 Peter 3:15 to: “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.”

Can you give an answer!?

If someone challenges your faith what do you say?

What was Jesus answer when he was asked “what is the greatest command”?

Matthew 22:37 tells that you to: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.”

Our faith is not a blind faith nor is it an empty religion with one set if ideas and beliefs that are as equally valid as another faiths.

No our faith is rooted in the Word of God the Bible which is without error and tells us truth, absolute truth.

That is why the world hates it, wants to destroy it. And if you destroy the foundations of the Bible, what is taught in Genesis, you tear down the rest of the Bible like a house of card.

[Read quotes from book: What’s so Great About Christianity, by Dinesh D’Souza]

From the chapter “Miseducating The Young: Saving Children From Their Parents

[p. 33] “It seems that atheists are not content with committing cultural suicide—they want to take your children with them. The atheist strategy can be described in this way: let the religious people breed them, and we will educate them to despise their parents’ beliefs. So the secularization of the minds of our young people is not, as many think, the inevitable consequence of learning and maturing. Rather, it is to a large degree orchestrated by teachers and professors to promote anti-religious agendas.”

[p. 37] “Of course, parents—especially Christian parents—might want to say something about all this. That’s why the atheist educators are now raising the question of whether parents should have control over what their children learn. Dawkins asks, “How much de we regard children as being the property of their parents? It’s one thing to say people should be free to believe whatever they like, but should they be free to impose their beliefs on their children? Is there something to be said for society stepping in? What about bringing up children to believe manifest falsehoods? Isn’t it always a form of child abuse to label children as possessors of beliefs that they are too young to have thought out?”

[p. 38] “Philosopher Richard Rorty argued that secular professors in the universities ought “to arrange things so that students who enter as bigoted, homophobic religious fundamentalist will leave college with views more like our own.” Rorty noted that students are fortunate to find themselves “under the benevolent Herrschaft [institutionalized authority] of people like me, and to have escaped the grip of their frightening, vicious, dangerous parents.” Indeed, parents who send their children to college should recognize that as professors “we are going to go right on trying to discredit you in the eyes of your children, trying to strip your fundamentalist religious community of dignity, trying to make your views seem silly rather than discussable.”

Finally one more:
[p. 39] “Children spend the majority of their waking hours in school. Parents invest a good portion of their life savings in college to educate them. Isn’t it wonderful that educators have figured out a way to make parents the instruments of their own undoing? Isn’t it brilliant that they have persuaded Christian moms and dads to finance the destruction of their own beliefs and values? Who said atheists weren’t clever?

This is the agenda of the world! Discredited our faith and move it out of the realm of discussion. 

To so attack the Bible and what it teaches that one would have to be a fool to accept any of it.

But if there is no Adam and Eve, no Garden and Fall, no Cain and his wife then the Bible is nothing and there is no Gospel, no Christ, no Son of God, no redemption, no judgment for the lost.

Paul makes this clear in Romans 5

In fact turn there to Roman 5:12: “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned”

Skip down to Romans 5:15: 
15 But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God's grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 

16 Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the one man's sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and brought justification. 

17 For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 

18 Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. 
19 For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous. 

So if there is no one man Adam, there is no one man Jesus!

The Bible makes it clear that only the descendants of Adam can be saved. Romans chapter 5 teaches that we sin because Adam sinned. 

The death penalty, which Adam received as judgment for his sin of rebellion, has also been passed on to all his descendants.

Since Adam was the head of the human race, when he fell we who were in the loins of Adam fell also. 

Thus, we are all separated from God. 

The final consequence of sin would be separation from God in our sinful state forever. 

However, the good news is that there is a way for us to return to God.

Because a man brought sin and death into the world, the human race, who are all descendants of Adam, needed a sinless Man to pay the penalty for sin and the resulting judgment of death. 

However, the Bible teaches that “all have sinned” (Romans 3:23). What was the solution?

God provided the solution—a way to deliver man from his wretched state. 

Christ suffered death (the penalty for sin) on the Cross, shedding His blood (“and without shedding of blood there is no remission,” Hebrews 9:22) so that those who put their trust in His work on the Cross can come in repentance of their sin of rebellion (in Adam) and be reconciled to God.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The question “Who did Cain marry?” The answer—a close relative.

The Bible is without error. It is truth; I mean absolute truth from beginning to end.

Let the world waste time trying to defeat it message. It has stood the test of time and ridicule.  

It is the complete redemption plan of sinful man through the love of God and the price paid by Jesus Christ Himself.

My prayer is that we continue to know God through his word, that the Holy Spirit will reveal God’s will and demands for us and that we will show the love of Christ the certainty of our faith to all those who asks us to give the reason for our faith.

Let us boldly and with confidence share our faith knowing that it can stand up against any and all criticism. 
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